ACTIVITIES   FOR   CHILDREN

since the children need to be trained in reasonable
habits of order if the work is to be successful. Rules
should be few, and we must not expect perfection in
keeping them, since five-year-old children are still very
impulsive, and clearing up after oneself is not a natural
desire in anyone, but is always the result of enlightened
training. The Children should be taught to use the
dustpan and hand-brush to clear up litter on the floor,
to spread newspaper on floor or table when they are
using paint, paste and glue, and last, but not least, to
wash their hands before using picture books, puzzles
and similar types of occupation.

New entrants to the school will probably take some
time to settle down to the idea of self-chosen activity
and may, at first, need suggestions from the teacher as
to what they shall do. The nursery-class children will
set to work eagerly, and their activity will generally
act as a potent source of suggestion to the others.

A group of boys, for instance, will soon be engaged
in the woodwork corner in making a cart with wheels,
an engine or an aeroplane. (See Fig. i.)

Another group of boys will begin to build on the
floor with blocks, for up to six years of age building
with bricks remains a favourite occupation with boys.

Some children will choose to paint, others perhaps
of a more solitary type will select jigsaw puzzles or
work with mosaics.

Both girls and boys are often attracted by sewing at
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